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Abstract

The study aims to identify the reality of cultural identity, especially for
young people in Egyptian society, in light of the era of digitization and
technological development. This era carries many risks and challenges
that threaten national culture. The seriousness of these challenges may
expose the basic components of Arab culture, represented by religion, the
Arabic language, and the values of authenticity and belonging. Relying
on the descriptive analytical approach based on a questionnaire form, the
study was applied to a sample of 300 individuals from Egyptian
university youth. The study concluded that the results showed all
members of the sample use social networking sites, primarily Face book
and WhatsApp, intensively (two to five hours of daily use). This is due to
their desire to keep pace with technological development. They use social
media mainly to communicate with others, search for information, and
find entertainment by watching video clips. They see it as a successful
way to help the world progress and develop, and they stressed they
cannot do without it. As for the effects of social networking, the largest
percentage of young people believe it has contributed to the decline of
their social interaction skills. Most confirmed that it doesn't not help
strengthen adherence to Egyptian customs and traditions. They believed
it promoted negative values that contradict Egyptian and religious
traditions, such as decadence, immorality, and the spread of extremist
ideas. Additionally, it devalues marriage and affects the Arabic language,
as young people prefer to speak the colloquial language.

Keywords: cultural identity, Egyptian youth, the era of digitalization,
culture <identity,
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